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The Everglades PCA - Region 12 held it's 4th Annual Holiday Porsche Parade of Presents to the 
Golisano Children's Hospital, in Fort Myers, Florida  on December 5th, 2020.  

This event originated in December of 2017,  inspired by Valerie Pascale Petracco and JP Petracco our 
current Social Media Chair and President. The Petracco's strong passion of helping cure pediatric 
cancer and their love of Porsche's work conjointly with the Everglades PCA.   The Porsche Parade of 
Presents went from thought to reality with only 4 weeks till Christmas.  The goal was simple; to make 
sure every child in the hospital receives a gift for Christmas and to bring a smile to their faces.  There 
were 50 children in the hospital that year and 3 weeks later the police escorted 80 Porsche's & exotics 
stuffed with toys to the Hospital.  $2500 was also donated to the hospital from a Everglade's PCA 
member.  

This annual tradition of charitable giving has been growing and evolving stronger every year.  In 2018 
there were over 90 parade participants that raised over $50,000.  

The real change took place in 2019 when the toy drive started to include raising resources for the needs
of the hospital and JP Petracco became President of the Everglades Region.  The Petracco's wanted to 
use his new position as a platform to increase Everglades philanthropic giving to SWFL as well as 
introduce the Parade of Presents concept to the other regions in Zone 12.  With the support and help of 
Lisa Lewis, Zone 12 Rep they had a series of working conference calls of how to implement their own 
Porsche Parade to their local Children's hospital.  The vision was simple, “on a certain day in 
December the Porsche Club of America will bring “Miles of Smiles” to all the children who can't leave 
the hospital to be home with their families for the holiday's.  Eight of the eleven Zone 12 regions 
participated from Miami to the Panhandle replicating what was started in SWFL 2 years ago to a state-
wide “Porsche will own the Highway's” event.

The Everglades Region in 2019 saw an increase to over 130 cars.  With a police escort Santa and Mrs. 
Claus lead the Porsche parade high on top of one of the firetrucks. Santa was hoisted over 50' in the air 
so the children that were too sick to leave their rooms could still see Santa and join in the fun.   Many 
excited children and their families were in attendance. Lee County SWAT Team and the Iona McGregor
Firemen  dressed as elves and repelled down the 8 story hospital building.  Over $127,000 was raised 
for the Lee Health Foundation in less than 15 minutes. 

This year's event had been the most challenging ever with the Covid-19 pandemic; restrictions, social 
distancing and the precautions necessary to make this a safe and enjoyable function for all.  This was 
the only event held at the Golisano Children's Hospital this year due to the pandemic.  The hospital 
made special masks for all participants using the Everglades and the Golisano logo.  Temperatures were
taken and chairs were socially distanced for all 300+ guests.  In spite of all the serious concerns 
surrounding our world we had a record number of Porsche's and exotics.  The total count was 153 cars 
with 109 Porsche's at the parade.

Vehicles started gathering at 8:30 am at a local restaurant.  Everglades work crew of 12 members 
helped with  parking, car staging, toy collection, check-in, waiver signature and gift bag handouts.   A 



drivers meeting along with instructions from the Sheriffs Department was also part of the pre-parade 
agenda  Overall our combined members contributed over 80 hours of their time to make this another 
successful undertaking.  This doesn't include the many volunteer hours of the fire department, law 
officials, hospital staff and others which contributed to the success of the Parade.  

Departing at 9:00 am, a total of 247 Everglades club members along with 7 PCA members from other 
regions and others enjoyed a 6 mile police escort Parade of Presents to the children's hospital.   Porsche
of Fort Myers and Mitchell Sherwood, Managing Director is one of our clubs largest community 
sponsors.  He and his team once again joined the cause by allowing us to fill their Porsche double car  
trailer with toys to be delivered to the hospital all of which had to be quarantined and sanitized prior to 
release.  We once again had other car clubs; Ferrari, BMW, Jaguar, Mercedes, and other exotics join in 
the affair as well.   Lee County Sheriff's SWAT and the firemen made another welcome appearance 
dressed as elves repelling down the front of the hospital with Santa hoisted high above so all the 
children could see and enjoy the  experience.  This was important since no children were able to meet 
with the guests.  Over $200,000.00 was raised in 20 minutes to benefit the Lee Health Foundation.  The
entire event lasted about 4 hours.  

Everglades Region's day was far from over.  After lunch club members were off to join another Parade 
of Porsche's in Collier County hosted by Porsche Naples in the “Race for Toy's to benefit the Boys & 
Girls Club of Collier County.  Again members were asked to bring an unwrapped gift to benefit those 
in need.  Our club had over 20 cars participant in this 2 day event, it was a very busy weekend.

Other notable public service events:   Drive-In Movie at the Collier County Fairgrounds (50/50 
cost/donate) was held in October and raised $600 for the Community Foundation of Collier County 
which helps families in need.  Our donation will go directly to Everglades Food Pantry to help support 
the continuing food insecurities within the community.  A food drive for the Florida Gulf Coast 
University food bank was held.  And, earlier this year in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
shortage of PPE one of our members, assisted in procuring and distributing over 10,000 PPE masks to 
Lee and Collier County Medical Facilities.

In summary,  our Everglades Region and it's Board have focused on giving back to our local 
communities through time, talent and generosity.  We want to make a meaningful difference with our 
public service efforts in the 5 counties we serve.  We are especially proud of where we are now in the 
communities.... “it's not all about the cars..... it's about the people”.
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